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in the fields, or in the forest.    The sacred trees comprise
tamarinds, wild fig trees, and various other species.   The
sacrifices are offered at the bidding of the priest or diviner.
The Nankanas have also sacred woods or thickets.    They
offer sacrifices to them at sowing, at harvest, when rain does
not fall, and whenever the diviner orders them to do so.1 The
Kassounas  Bouras,   another  tribe  of the  French  Sudan,
similarly offer sacrifices to the trees of the field, of the forest,
or of the village.    They sacrifice hens to the trees, or even
sheep and goats, whenever the diviner bids them do so.   When
the tree is in the ground of a private person it is the owner
who offers the sacrifice of sheep or of goats.    One who wishes
to sacrifice to the tree goes to the tree with the owner of the
ground.    The offerer and the sacrificer share the flesh of the
animal.    But when the offering is a fowl, the offerer is free to
sacrifice it himself.    Everyone offers sacrifices to trees, but
above all hunters perform this act of devotion, in order that
they may have good luck in hunting.   Again when they clear
a patch in the forest, and are forced to burn down some trees,
they offer sacrifices to the spirits of the trees, lest the spirits
should be angry with them.   The Kassounas Bouras have
sacred groves or woods, not in every village but in many.    In
these sacred groves there is generally a large stone set at the
foot of the tallest tree.    All this, the grove, the tree, and the
stone, represent the Earth, the sacred mother of all things.
When the chief of the village visits the diviner to consult him,
the diviner often counsels him to offer in the sacred grove, to
the Earth, a certain sacrifice of a sheep or ox.   The chief of
the village gives to the Chief of the Earth an ox or a sheep,
taken either from his own herds or from the herds of others.
The Chief of the Earth then goes to the sacred grove to offer
the sacrifice in the presence of the chief of the village and the
elders.   The flesh of the animal is for the Chief of the Earth
and the elders.    The chief of the village does not partake of
it nor does the diviner.    Private individuals may not them-
selves sacrifice in the sacred grove.   They give that which
they wish to sacrifice to the Chief of the Earth, who sacri-
fices it for them.    It is, above all, the Chief of the Earth who
eats the flesh of the victims offered in the sacred grove.
1 L. Tauxier, op. tit< p. 271.